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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2007-587
Sponsor: Council Member Jenkins
Date of Introduction: May 8, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: May 11, 2007
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – to repeal the current Part 14 – Density/Intensity Bonus – and replace it with a new Part 14 – Transit Oriented Development (TOD).  The stated purpose of the new Part is to allow increased residential density, reduced automobile parking, pedestrian oriented open space, mixed use, and reduced setbacks in areas designated for mass transit stations.  The part lists 13 specific areas deemed by the city to be suitable locations for TOD overlay zones and establishes a procedure whereby the JTA and the Planning and Development Department may propose additional TOD districts to the City Council for adoption.  The procedure for adopting new TOD zones includes a requirement for a public planning charette prior to submission of the proposal to the Council, and the appointment by the Mayor (confirmed by Council) of a 7-member, public/private TOD Committee to review and make recommendations on the proposal.
The new Part establishes locational criteria for TOD overlay zones and establishes TOD-specific development standards, including regulation of streetscapes and landscaping, parking, pedestrian access, setbacks, and permitted, permissible and prohibited uses.
Background Information: Planning and public transit literature stress that one of the most important factors to ensuring the success of mass transit systems is the contribution to the land use regulatory system to producing the density of development required to provide the ridership base needed to make mass transit successful.  Transit Oriented Development clusters high intensity, pedestrian-friendly development around mass transit stations to create the environment in which people can live and work comfortably without the need to utilize personal vehicles to attend to the ordinary tasks of daily life, such as commuting to work or doing weekly shopping.
Policy Impact Area: Transit oriented development
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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